The two Chinese species of the leafhopper genus Exitianus Ball (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae: Deltocephalinae: Chiasmini) (E. indicus (Distant) and E. nanus (Distant)) are reviewed. Descriptions of the species and a key for their separation are provided. E. fulvinervis Li & He is considered a junior synonym of E. nanus syn. n.
Introduction
Among the most widespread and often abundant tropical and temperate species of grassland leafhoppers are the moderately large tawny forms comprising the genus Exitianus Ball. It contains 43 species of which 6 species occur in Asia. Members of the genus are most readily distinguished by usually having a transverse dark band on the vertex (Plate II: A-E), males with a small number of apical stout setae on the pygofer and the female with a relatively long ovipositor extending conspicuously beyond the last dorsal segment (Plate I: D). These characters are shared only by the presumably sister genus Nephotettix Matsumura, but which differs in having the crown sharply ridged where it meets the face, and being opaque green with various black markings.
This study reviews for the first time the species of Exitianus from China. From using the revision of Ross (1968) we identify two species (E. indicus (Distant) and E. nanus (Distant) ) but have found and figured further variation in the male genitalia to that given by Ross for the two species. With respect to E. nanus these findings allow us to place E. fulvinervis Li & He, from China, as a junior synonym. As our work includes the study of numerous specimens we conclude that the remaining three species recorded from China, i.e., E. capicola (Stål) by Matsumura (1914: 186) , E. coronatus (Distant) by Li et al. (2011: 69, fig. 57 ) and E. fusconervosus (de Motschulsky) by Kuoh (1966: 143, fig. 133 ) are probably misidentifications.
Material examined
Material examined is deposited in the Entomological Museum of Northwest A & F University (NWAFU) and the Institute of Zoology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences (IZCAS). Morphological terminology follows Oman (1949) and Zhang (1990) .
1
Vertex usually with transverse arcuate brown band interrupted medially (Plate I: A-B). Scutellum with dark brown basal triangles (Plate I: A-B).
Male pygofer side with 2-6 apical brown or black macrosetae . Aedeagal shaft slightly laterally compressed with small gonoduct (Fig. 2C) Li and He 1993: 27; Li et al. 2011: 68, fig. 55 . syn. n. Description. Length. Male: 3.0-4.1mm; female: 3.9-5.2mm.
Yellow-brown with variable brown markings on vertex comprising spots on anterior margin and a more posterior arcuate band interrupted medially (Plate I: A-B); frontoclypeus with faint brown lateral arcs (Plate I: C). Pronotum usually with some dark infuscation (Plate I: A-B). Scutellum with dark brown basal triangles (Plate I: A-B).
Crown width about 3× length (Plate I: A-B). Male genitalia. Pygofer side usually with 2-6 apical brown or black macrosetae ( Figs 1A-D) . Style preapical lobe broadly triangular, apophysis evenly tapered to apex ( Fig. 2A) . Aedeagal shaft slightly laterally compressed with small subapical dorsal gonoduct (Fig. 2C) Remarks. E. fulvinervis was described by Li & He (1993) based on specimens collected from Tibet. As these fall within the variation found in E. nanus, the two species are here synonymised. Male genitalia. Pygofer side usually with 2-3 apical brown or black macrosetae (Figs 3-4) . Style preapical lobe narrowly triangular, apophysis abruptly tapered at apex (Fig. 5E ). Aedeagal shaft strongly laterally compressed, gonopore large with rim forming concave margin in lateral view; with pair of small dorsobasal processes (Figs 5G, 6 males, Zhangjiajie, 25.VII.2002; Guangdong Prov.: 1 male, Dianbai County, 13.IV.1983, coll. ZY; 1 male, Shenzhen, 18.IV.1983, coll. ZY; 1 male, Dinghushan, 7.VII.1985, coll. ZY; Guangxi Prov.: 10 males, 4 females, Huaping, 9.VIII.2000, coll. LZ; 1 male, Huaping, 26.VIII.2000, coll. LZ; 5 males, Fangchenggang City, Naqin Town, 1-3.VIII.2001, coll. He Zhiqiang; 13 males, 6 females, Xinzhai, 18.VIII.2005, coll. YM & KJ; 1 male, Yuanbaoshan, 12.VIII.2006, coll. YM & KJ; Hainan Prov.: 10 males, 5 females, Yacheng, 6.V.1983, coll. ZY; 1 male, Wuzhishan, 720m, 31.VII.2009, coll. Gaoxia; 1 male, Bawangling, 9.VIII.2010, coll. WY; 1 male, Tongguling, 26.VIII.2010 , coll. WY; Sichuan Prov.: 2 males, 9 females, Kangding, 2500m, 8.XI.1999 2 males, 8 females, Zhubalong, 2450m, 11.VII.2011 Distribution. Eastern Hemisphere. Remarks. Considerable variation was found in the apical black macrosetae of the male pygofer and shape of the aedeagus in this species (see Figs 3, 4 & 6) .
